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There is no escape from poverty for the small farm. . . .
If we continue as of old on our small farms, even as free citizens
on free land, we shall still be faced with inevitable ruin. . . .
If peasant farming is to develop further, we must firmly assure
also its transition to the next stage, and this next stage must in-
evitably be one in which the small, isolated peasant farms, the
least profitable and most backward, will by a process of gradual
amalgamation form large-scale collective farms. . . .
Only if we succeed in proving to the peasants in practice the
advantages of common, collective, co-operative, artel cultivation
of the soil, only if we succeed in helping the peasant by means of
co-operative or artel farming, will the working class, which holds
the State power, be really able to convince the peasant of the correct-
ness of its policy and to secure the real and durable following of the
millions of peasants.                            LENIN : Collected Works.
Guided by Lenin's formulations on the necessity of a transition
from small peasant farming to large-scale, co-operative-collective
farming, and taking Lenin's co-operative plan as his basis, Stalin
theoretically elaborated and put into practice the teaching on
the collectivisation of agriculture. In so doing he contributed
certain new elements:
(1)  He made a thorough analysis of the question of the collective
farm form of Socialist economy in the countryside.
(2)  He showed that the main link in collective farm develop-
ment at the present stage is the agricultural artel as the form most
rational and most comprehensible  to the peasants, making it
possible to combine the personal interests of the collective farmers
with their collective interests, and to make the collective farmers
conform to the public interests.
(3)  He proved the necessity for the change from the policy of
restricting and squeezing out the kulaks to the policy of eliminat-
ing them as a class, on the basis of solid collectivisation.
(4)  He revealed the significance of the machine and tractor
stations as bases for the Socialist reorganisation of agriculture
and as channels through which the Socialist State could render
assistance to agriculture and the peasantry.
From a short biography of STALIN
by The Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute.